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P Reading on the Move

The Galle Literary Festival, Sri Lanka’s foreign correspondent Christopher

first, will be held from January 10-
14, 2007, in the historic fort. Festival
Director Libby Southwell says, “| am
delighted to announce a line-up

of such internationally acclaimed
authors (at) one of the most exciting
programmes the South Asian region
has seen.”

The fourday programme includes
writing workshops, panel discussions,
literary lunches and dinners, poetry
readings, cooking classes, theatre
workshops, and a children’s
programme, amongst other
attractions.

Kiran Desai, winner of the 2006
Man Booker Prize, will discuss The
Inheritance of Loss, whilst
acclaimed author and historian
William Dalrymple will give an
account of India’s last Mughal
emperor. Former BBC India
correspondent and author Mark Tully
will be there with other leading
journalists from the region, including

Kremmer, author of Inhaling the
Mahatma. Distinguished biographer
Victoria Glendinning promises to
bring to life her latest biography
Leonard Woolf — A Life, while 2005
Pulitzer Prize finalist Suketu Mehta
will share his passion for the vibrant
metropolis of Bombay, brought to
life in Maximum City: Bombay Lost
and Found. Other authors in this
extraordinary gathering are Sir
Arthur C Clarke, London’s River Café
owner Rose Gray, Sri Lanka’s
Romesh Gunesekera, and renowned
chef and actress Madhur Jaffrey.
Yasmine Gooneratne, Carl Muller,
Tissa Abeysekera, David Blacker,
Elmo Jayawardena, and Jagath
Kumarasinghe are some of Sri Lanka's
finest writers who will also be
participating. &

Tickets are available online www.
galleliteraryfestival.com, or at any
of the festival box offices in
Colombo and Galle.

Sony has justlaunched a handheld device designed for
electronic books at the Consumer Electronics show in
Las Vegas: they hope the Sony Reader will tempt more
people to download and read books in digital rather
than paper format. The revolutionary screen makes the
text look as sharp as on a printed page and is not backlit,
thus avoiding screen flicker and eye strain. The size and
weight of a paperback, it holds up to 80 titles and Sony
has done deals with major publishers to sell digital e-
books (in Sony's proprietary BBeB format and PDF) via
its Connect on-line store. &

Around US$350.00 www.sony.com

§ Meet Jim, a banker.
He's written three
cookbooks.

This month.
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Publishing Made Easy

Got that book inside you that you've always
wanted to publish? Love to make something
more of your travel shots? Blurb is a company
that believes in the power of books. Founded
by Eileen Gittins in 2004, this publishing
service can make an author of any would-be
novelist, travel writer, or poet wishing to
create and distribute affordable, bookstore-
quality books. The company’s BookSmart
software application makes it possible to
create a professionally-designed book using
simple dragging and dropping of photos and
auto-flowing text in about an hour. Blurb
recently announced that its new BookSmart™
beta release version 1.5 is available for
download at www.blurb.com, (for Mac and
PC) enabling customers to create soft-cover
books and slurp blogs from any TypePad or
WordPress account. And it's cheap! Prices
start at just US$18.95 for up to 40 pages,
while a whopping 440 page hardcover book
costs just US$79.95.

www.blurb.com.




